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February 14, 2023
Report of the General Assembly Meeting

Dehiowita Pradeshiya Sabha




Dehiowita Pradeshiya Sabha

General Assembly Meeting Report - February 2023

Report of the General Assembly Meeting of February 2023 which commenced on 2023.02.14 at 09.30
AM at the Dehiowita Pradeshiya Sabha Office under the patronage of the Honorable Chairman of
Dehiowita Pradeshiya Sabha, Mr. A.G. Damindu Shyaminda.

Participation:

. Mr. A.G. Damindu Shyaminda - Honorable Chairman

. Mr. R.A. Vimukthi Kumara Jayaratne - Honorable Vice Chairman

. Mr. Amila Kandearachchi - Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member

. Mr. W. Abeysena - Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member

. Mr. D.S.M. Nimal. - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member

. Mr. U.G. Sarath Wijesiri - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member

. Mr. M.T.R. Lakmal Samararatne - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member

. Mrs. H. Amarawathi - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member

. Mr. K. Nishan. - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member
. Mr. P.E. Shanthapriya Pathirana - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member
. Mr. Athula Jayasiri - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member
. Mrs. Disna Kumari Weerakkody - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member
. Mrs. P.V.N. Sandamali Wijeratne - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member
. Mr. Yashoda Lallanga Padmasiri - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member
. Mr. U.R.A.C. Karunaratne - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member
. Mr. Vikum Chandana Kasthirage - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member

. Mr. J.D. Thushara Amarasiri - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member




. Mrs. B.A.Neetha Balasuriya - Hon. Provincial Council Member

. Mr. Cestus Arsakularatne - Hon. Provincial Council Member

22. Mr. Aruna Shanthasiri Nilwala - Hon. Provincial Council Member

23. Mr. M.M.M.Farhan - Hon. Provincial Council Member

24. Mr. D.M.Victor Bandara - Hon. Provincial Council Member

25. Mr. A.R.A.M.Daruk - Hon. Provincial Council Member

26. Mr. P.K.Nimal Rajapaksa - Hon. Council Member

27. Mr. M.V. Sugath Madhava - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member

28. Mrs. R.P. Sriyani Jayakody - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member

29. Mr. Ranil Chandra Kumara Wijesiri - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member
30. Mrs. M.B.R.N. Ellawala - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member

31. Mrs. K.G.A.K. Sumanadasa - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member

32. Mr. Kosala Nuwan Jayaweera - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member

33. Mr. D.G.H.C.K. Piyaratne - Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member

Absent:

01. Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Mr. Priyantha Udayakumara




Office Officers:
| Mrs. M.D.C. Rukshani - Secretary
[I. D. M.N.N. Dissanayake - Development Officer.

[l Mrs. M.G. R.C.G. Wijeratne - Development Officer.

After all those present in the meeting remembered the religion, remembered the war heroes and sang
the local government song, the proceedings of the meeting commenced.

(a) Approval of the report of the general meeting held on 2023.01.10:
Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

The report of the general meeting held on 2023.01.10 has been provided to all members and it was
informed that the report has been read and if there are any objections or corrections, they should
submit them, otherwise the report of the general meeting should be approved.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member U.R.A.C. Karunaratne:

It was moved that the minutes of the General Meeting held on 10.01.2023 be a true record.
Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member W.Abeysena:

The motion was seconded.

Accordingly, the minutes of the General Meeting held on 10.01.2023 were approved.

(b) Announcements by the Hon. Chairman: None.

(c) Submission of the communications, petitions, complaints and announcements addressed to the

Pradeshiya Sabha to the House:
Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

A one-day workshop for Pradeshiya Sabha members and women leaders organized by the Kegalle
People's Development Foundation will be held on 2023.02.19 from 09.00 am to 04.00 pm at the Rajagiri
Hotel, Ruwanwella and a letter sent by the coordinator of that institution informing the women
members representing this council to participate was presented to the House.

(d) Questions duly postponed:- None

(e) Motions duly postponed:
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of the Finance and Policy Committee held on 25.01.2023, as shown in Annexure 01, for the expenditure
on the common business of the House, and to grant approval for the implementation of the
recommendations contained therein.

This motion was seconded by the Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member, D.S.M.Nimal.
The motion was unanimously passed without division.
01.(ii) Honorable Chairman, A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

| propose that it is appropriate to approve the payment of the monthly expenses for the month of
January 2023 as shown in Annexure 02 for the expenses for the common functions of the Council.

This motion was seconded by the Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member, W. Abeysena.
The motion was unanimously passed without division.
01.(iii) Honorable Chairman, A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

| propose that it is appropriate to extend the contract period of the following employees serving on
service contracts of this Council for a period of one year.

Serial Number Employee Name Designation Service Agreement Expiry Date
01 Mr. I.R.M.P.Rathnayake Health Worker 2023.03.28

02 Mrs. U.L.S.N. Jayathilaka Library Assistant 2023.04.09

03 Mr. P.E.N.N.Kumarawansa Watchman 2023.04.18

04 Mrs. K.P.Rajapaksa Health Worker 2023.04.18

This proposal was seconded by the Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Mrs. H. Amarawathi.
The proposal was unanimously passed without division.
01.(iv) Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

| propose that it is appropriate to approve the Goods Survey Report conducted by the Dehiowita
Pradeshiya Sabha for the year ending 31st December 2022 and to implement the recommendations
contained therein.

This proposal was seconded by Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Neetha Balasuriya.

The proposal was unanimously adopted by the House without division.

01.(v) Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:
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supply goods and services to the Dehiowita Pradeshiya Sabha for the year 2023 as shown in Annexure
03.

This proposal was seconded by Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Shanthapriya Pathirana.

The proposal was unanimously adopted by the House without division.

01.(vi) Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

| propose that it is appropriate to purchase the medicines mentioned in Annexure 04 by spending an
amount of Rs. 202,235.00 (Two hundred and two thousand two hundred and thirty five) from the
financial provisions allocated by the budget for the year 2023 for the purchase of medicines for the
Magammana Free Ayurvedic Dispensary from the Sri Lanka Ayurvedic Drug Corporation.

This proposal was seconded by Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Disna Kumari.
The proposal was unanimously passed by the House without division.
01.(vii) Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

The Dehiowita Pradeshiya Sabha has been maintaining 03 prescription inventory records since 2009. As
this causes problems in identifying the items contained in them, | propose that it is appropriate to grant
approval to maintain and maintain the inventory records of the Dehiowita Pradeshiya Sabha through a
single document.

This proposal was seconded by the Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member, Mr. Athula Jayasiri.
The proposal was unanimously passed by the House without division.

01.(viii) Honorable Chairman, Mr. A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

The estimate of Rs. 104223.60 submitted under Resolution No. 01(xii) of the General Assembly on
13.12.2022 has been approved for the re-installation of the main rain gutters on the roof between the

two main buildings of the Deegalawatta Waste Management Center. However, since the relevant work
has not been carried out so far due to the change in the prices of goods, the Finance and Policy
Committee held on 25.01.2023 pointed out that it would be more appropriate to carry out the work
considering its long-term viability. Accordingly, | propose that it is appropriate to revise the estimate
submitted under Decision No. 01 (xii) of the General Assembly on 13.12.2022 and to purchase the
relevant goods from responsible manufacturers in accordance with the existing prices and to approve
the new estimate of Rs. 222,099.30 prepared for the completion of the work and in addition, the
installation of rain gutters and water pipes on the roof of the new building constructed adjacent to the
said building.

(In addition to the Honorable Chairman, this motion has been signed and submitted by Honorable
Pradeshiya Sabha Member Sarath Wijesiri, Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member W. Abeysena,
Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member M.M. Farhan, Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member Sudharma
Lakmali.)




The motion was unanimously passed without division.

01.(ix) Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

Complaints are constantly being received from the public representatives representing this council as
well as from the outside community that the cattle roaming freely in the Dehiowita Pradeshiya Sabha
area are causing great inconvenience to the public and agricultural activities, and that people have been
injured due to attacks by cattle. Therefore, in accordance with the powers vested in the Pradeshiya
Sabha under Section 66 of the Pradeshiya Sabha Act No. 15 of 1987, | propose that it be appropriate to
approve the project report prepared regarding the capture and confinement of cattle roaming freely in
the Dehiowita Pradeshiya Sabha area.

This proposal was seconded by Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member U.R.A.C. Karunaratne.
Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member D.G.S.C.K.Piyaratne:

He stated that capturing stray cattle is a good thing, but on two previous occasions, such proposals were
brought and the cattle were captured and referred to the persons who requested them, and it was
stated that this council would follow up on the cows that were given. If so, he asked whether a report
could be provided to this council regarding the current status of the cows that were given in this way on
the first and second occasions. He stated that on one occasion, the cows that were captured were given
to a place where dairy farming was carried out in the Embilipitiya area, but they were not taken to the
Embilipitiya area but were taken to the Eastern area. He stated that he would make a responsible
statement in this regard and that these cows had been transported to the butcher shop in the Eastern
area.

Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He stated that he wanted to clarify this matter. He pointed out that after the cows were captured
through the intervention of the council, a report was obtained from the veterinary office and the cows
were handed over to the veterinary doctor in the area where the cows were taken by the veterinary
doctor in Dehiowita and then the veterinarian handed over the cows to the Grama Niladhari of the area
where the farm is located. He pointed out that steps were taken to obtain that information through the
Grama Niladhari in each case and that verification was made that the cows were safe in the relevant
farm. He stated that these tasks had been carried out in accordance with the powers vested in the
Pradeshiya Sabha Act, in the backdrop of the council constantly receiving complaints regarding
accidents caused by stray cows, and Hon. Member D.G.S.C.K. Mr. Piyaratne informed that if any action
of the kind mentioned by him has taken place, a re-investigation can be conducted if the council is
informed in writing with evidence.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member D.G.S.C.K. Piyaratne:
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through letters and not by visiting the place and inspecting it. It was proposed that if we, as a council,
can go to the place and inspect it, we should do so. He said that the facts he is stating are based on
evidence and that the cows loaded on the second occasion were taken to the Colombo area. He said

that a person involved in this is in the Thalduwa area.

Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

If such a thing had happened, it was the responsibility of Hon. Member D.G.S.C.K. Piyaratne as a
member to inform the House or personally about it. The Hon. Chairman expressed his regret for not
doing so. Otherwise, he said that he had a responsibility to inform the House at least in writing.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member D.G.S.C.K. Piyaratne:
He asked how many cows were seized on the second occasion.
Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He said that he could not say the exact number of seized cattle and that all the information was
contained in the documents and that they could be checked if necessary.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member D.G.S.C.K.Piyaratne:

If the Hon. Chairman says that he has forgotten this incident that took place one and a half to two years
ago, it was pointed out that although the Hon. Chairman is not able to state the exact number of cows
that were seized at that time, he can responsibly say that those cows were not taken to the areas where
they were said to be seized and sold for meat.

Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He said that all those details are in the relevant documents, but he said that he was not able to state the
exact number at once and that since he was unable to remember all the numerical values, he could
check and give answers.

(House noisy)

Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member Ranil Chandrakumara:

The right to seize free-roaming cows is a power legally vested in this esteemed assembly under the
Pradeshiya Sabha Act and therefore there is no problem with the project introduced in today's
resolution and the tasks expected to be carried out in the future. Hon. Member D.G.S.C.K. Piyaratne
stated this because he understood that some abuse had occurred in the relevant process when, a few
years ago, cows roaming freely in several areas were seized and given to certain groups through the
intervention of the assembly. Since the assembly is acting as the mediator in this process and since the
relevant resolution has been given the power to implement it with the unanimous approval of this
assembly, it is not possible to dismiss these allegations at once. It was pointed out that if any such
irregularity has occurred, it is the responsibility of the Hon. Member DGSCK K. Piyaratne to inform the
House in writing or orally with relevant evidence and that if any such misconduct has occurred, it is the
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the officers, it is their responsibility to investigate the matter.

Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He said that he would not claim that the officers had done such a thing and that since the officers were

responsible for carrying out the work after receiving the approval of the council for these tasks, the
subject officers would continue to carry out those tasks.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Ranil Chandrakumara:

He said that he would not accuse the officers of doing such a thing, but if any wrongdoing had occurred
in any way, action should be taken for it. He said that the public representatives representing this
council come to this council on behalf of the people and that if officers are assigned responsibilities to
carry out certain tasks in accordance with the Act, the relevant officers are obliged to carry out those
tasks in accordance with the law. Therefore, if there has been an irregularity, it should be investigated, a
follow-up should be done regarding the process that took place and necessary action should be taken,
and if this is not done, it will be a great disgrace to the council once it reaches the outside world.

Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He stated that relevant follow-up has been carried out and that all information has been obtained
through the Grama Niladhari of the area where the cows were taken. He stated that 34 cows have been
transported and reports regarding those 34 cows have been obtained through the relevant Grama
Niladhari.

(The assembly is noisy)

He stated that according to the relevant inquiries, letters have been sent on 2019.08.15 and accordingly,
it has been informed that there are 34 buffaloes that have been sent to Wellawaya Pubadu Wewapura.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Ranil Chandrakumara:

He stated that although the approval of the General Assembly was obtained on two occasions to seize
the cows, it is stated that it has been done only on one occasion and that if it has been confirmed that
those cows are safe, there is no problem in that.

Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He said that if the General Assembly proposes that a follow-up be conducted again, he has no objection
to it and that since the Veterinary Officer and the Grama Sevaka are government officials, they will not
provide false information under any circumstances. Accordingly, he said that if the Grama Niladhari had
provided false reports on the previous occasion, action could be taken against him.




He said that this letter was sent in August 2019 and that there was no problem with the transportation
of the cows seized for the first time and that the problem was with the transportation of the cows
seized for the second time.

Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He said that although the approval of the General Assembly was obtained for the second time to seize
the cows, the work was not done due to the Covid pandemic that had emerged in the country at that
time.

(The assembly was noisy)

He said that Hon. Member of Parliament K. Nishan, who represents the Walpola division, was also
involved in this work and that further information regarding the incident could be sought from him.

Hon. Member of the Pradeshiya Sabha K. Nishan:

He said that this request was a request made by the residents of the area and that later, when the cows
were seized, the Divisional Secretary, Grama Niladhari, and everyone came to inspect and carry it out.
He said that this was done only on one occasion.

(House noisy)
Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He said that this work was carried out by involving all government officials and that he also participated
in it in the early days and that one cow had died there. He said that he had done kerosene and buried
the cow in front of veterinary officers. He said that he would never eat beef and that he was not
involved in any arbitrary work in this process at any time. Therefore, if there is any evidence that the
cows that were roaming freely in the year 2022 were caught due to the intervention of this House, he
asked them to prove it.

The motion was unanimously passed without division.

01.(x) Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

| propose that it is appropriate to approve the progress of the annual action plan of the Dehiowita
Pradeshiya Sabha for the year 2022.

This motion was seconded by the Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member, D.S.M.Nimal.

The motion was unanimously passed without division.




01.(xi) Honorable Chairman, A.G.Damindu Shyaminda:

Since D.P.A. Sanjeewa Kumara, K.D.Nipuna Rumesh and A.A. Saman Kumara, who were recruited as
electrician assistants for the street lighting duties of the Dehiowita Pradeshiya Sabha, are engaged in
the repair and maintenance of street lighting with the help of a multi-purpose development assistance,
the responsibility for the safety of those employees has been entrusted to this council. Therefore, |
propose that it is appropriate to provide life insurance cover for those employees.

This motion was seconded by the Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member, U.R.A.C. Karunaratne.

The motion was unanimously passed without division.
01.(xii) Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

During the implementation of the second phase of the Kurupetta Paniya Water Project under the
assistance of the World Bank, a 3 km long trench should be cut and the water pipe laid with 30% labor
contribution from the rural community. The Kurupetta Kalyani River Community Water Society has
made a request to provide the Council’s backhoe machine free of charge to prepare the necessary
trenches. | propose that it is appropriate to provide the Pradeshiya Sabha’s backhoe machine free of
charge to cut a 38 inch deep trench for this work, which is being carried out to meet the drinking water
needs of the people of the area.

This proposal was seconded by Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Mrs. Neetha Balasuriya.
Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He recalled that this project was also carried out in the Napawala and Apalapitiya areas and that 20% of
the labor contribution was obtained in those cases. He said that when it was carried out in the
Napawala and Apalapitiya areas, requests were made to the council and that necessary assistance had
been provided in those cases. He said that on this occasion too, the relevant society had submitted this
request to the council along with the letter notified by the Water Supply Board, but since an election
has been declared, he said that he would take steps to obtain the approval of the Election
Commissioner for this proposal and if it is not possible to obtain such approval at this time, it will not be
carried out and will be postponed later.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member D.G.S.C.K. Piyaratne:

He said that he appreciated the explanation by the Hon. Chairman and that he did not understand the
matter when he read the proposal. It was appreciated that this was being done as the Kurupettah area
is an area facing water-related problems, but since it is an election season, it was requested that the
necessary further steps be taken in this regard by strictly implementing the election laws.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member D.S.M.Nimal:

He said that he also wanted to express his opinion on this matter as it was a task related to his division.
He said that he was successfully completing a project worth crores and that he would lead this project
to its completion regardless of any accusations leveled against him. He said that he had prepared a
project report in collaboration with the Community Water Association and that approval had been

received for it by now. He said that he had sought the approval of the council in this way for the task to




regardless of winning or losing the election.
The motion was unanimously passed by the council without division.
01.(xiii) Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

| propose that the following works be implemented by allocating funds from the general fund of the
Pradeshiya Sabha and the expenditure for the same be borne from the council fund.

e Removal of stones blocking the Kekuna Athula by-pass road near the school on the Gala Balana Kanda
road - Rs. 209,575.80

This proposal was seconded by Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member H. Amarawathi.
Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

It was pointed out that this was a road on which a case had been filed before and that although the
council was going to develop this road, the work could not be done until the case was concluded.
However, last month, the case was concluded and the relevant party had allocated the land and since
the large stones present there were an obstacle to the future development of the road, the Technical
Committee had been monitoring and had given recommendations to remove these stones. It was stated
that although this proposal was passed because an election had been declared, we would obtain the
permission of the Election Commissioner to carry out this work and otherwise we expect to complete
the election and carry out the work.

The proposal was unanimously passed without division.

01.(xiv) Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

The canal on the right side of the road leading to the public playground on the right side of the building
where the Dehiowita Pradeshiya Sabha office and shopping complex are located on the Hatton-
Avissawella main road was prepared with concrete slabs from the Pradeshiya Sabha funds and made
available for use as a lorry parking area. | propose that it is appropriate to gazette the land allocated for
parking lorries as a lorry parking lot and levy a license fee in accordance with the by-laws on the
regulation, supervision and control of parking vehicles on roads and the handling of vehicles on those
roads.

This proposal was seconded by the Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member, Mrs. Neetha Balasuriya.
Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member, Mr. Sugath Madhava:

He said that this proposal seeks permission to park a lorry and that he believes that the Dehiowita
Pradeshiya Sabha land is a land that should be free. Therefore, he said that it is not appropriate to
establish a lorry and create unnecessary problems within this premises. He said that he believes that
this land should be free for the parking of the vehicles of the service recipients and the Honorable
Members who come to avail the services of the Pradeshiya Sabha regularly. He pointed out that
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arisen today. He requested that although a lorry and car park should be built, the possibility of doing it
outside this council premises should be explored. He said that there is a building near the proposed land
for this lorry and that at first glance it can be seen that it is an unauthorized construction.

Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:
He asked whether Hon. Member Sugath Madhava thought it appropriate to remove the building.
Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Sugath Madhava:

He requested that he be given the opportunity to express his views fully and conclude his statement. He
stated that the building was built on land owned by the owners and its entrance was placed towards the
land where the council building is located. He asked why no action was taken in this regard when the
entrance was placed towards the council building.

Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He said that the council had immediately informed the relevant persons in writing upon learning of the
matter and that if the relevant documents were examined, those documents would be available.

The Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member, Mr. Sugath Madhava:

He stated that he had also seen the letters sent by the council and that the letter was sent after the
relevant entrance gate was constructed. The letter was not addressed to the owner of the land and at
least the council did not know the name of the person to whom the letter should be sent. He stated that

it was to be implemented at the time of construction of the building, but it was not appropriate to

construct a lorry park blocking the entrance to the building without doing so, and that unauthorized
constructions were seen around this council building that needed more attention. He recalled that on a
previous occasion, someone tried to attack the Honorable Vice-Chairman when he was going to park his
vehicle and said that it would block his shop and that such conflicts would arise more if a lorry park was
constructed like this.

Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He recalled that earlier, lorries were parked in front of the council due to the drain at this location and
that as an alternative, approval was obtained through a resolution of this council and the drain was
prepared with concrete slabs. When the proposal was brought, it was said that it would be done to
construct a lorry parking lot and approval was obtained and that the unanimous approval of all the
members representing this council was obtained and if so, why did the members not object to it at that
time? He said that the work has now been completed and that the council will legalize this lorry parking
lot and work will be done to generate income for the council and that it is not fair to oppose it at that
time. He said that the council has no need to disrupt anyone's business and that requests have been
made to the council through the Three Wheeler Association and the Trade Association to provide an
alternative place for it instead of parking lorries in front of the council. He said that he had discussed the
matter with these two associations, traders and lorry drivers and had taken a decision regarding this
location and submitted the proposal to the General Assembly. He said that since this work had been
done with the approval of the council, it would not be fair if anyone objected to it.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Sugath Madhava:




Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He said that this lorry parking lot was not built on anyone's land and was built on a concrete slab over a
drain. He said that there would be no problems with a process carried out with the approval of the
council and that there should be no problems with a work carried out in accordance with the Act.

(House noisy)

( Hon. Member Nayana Priyanthi entered the House. 10.35 AM)

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Kosala Jayaweera:

Hon. Member Sugath Madhava stated that he had not properly understood this proposal.
Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Sugath Madhava:

He asked whether there was an ulterior motive to build this lorry parking lot in a way that would
obstruct the access to the building nearby and thus separate that land.

(House noisy)
Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He said that there was no such plan and that he did not want to do so. The people who accuse him of
being spineless had previously taken a decision in this regard.

He asked whether they did not object to it at the time of obtaining it because they did not have the
courage to do so. He said that investigations are still underway regarding the misdeeds committed by
the people accusing him in previous cases and that he had never committed such acts.

(The assembly was noisy)
Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member D.G.S.C.K.Piyaratne:

He said that he would not state that a lorry depot is not needed in this area, but he believed that it was
not necessary to carry out this process so urgently at this time. Otherwise, he said that there would be a
suspicion that this was being gazetted with the hope of implementing an ulterior motive as stated by
Hon. Member Sugath Madhava. If this is the case, he said that there are many unauthorized
constructions in the vicinity and asked whether the three-wheelers parked near the petrol station and
the Samanpura market had been gazetted to stop at those places. It was pointed out that lorry parking
could be allowed at this location without gazetting. He said that at this time, when the last few days of
this session are passing, another person would have to think again before leaving this location and
made a decision that would cause inconvenience. He said that he was not against gazetting but that he
did not think it was appropriate to do so at this time.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Victor Bandara:

He said that a proposal had been made earlier to park lorries at this location, but a businessman had




businessman, so he believed that gazetting this was not an essential matter at this time. Therefore,
considering the situation of the businessman, it was requested not to do this at this time.

Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He said that there is no intention to block the road by erecting a fence at this place, but despite verbally
informing the lorry drivers to park their vehicles at this place due to the lack of a proper place, they are
making requests to legalize that place. Therefore, he said that he will take steps to legalize that place for
parking lorries and will not take any action to hinder any business.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Ranil Chandrakumara:

He asked whether it is necessary to gazette this even though it has not been gazetted, as it is a land
owned by the council and there is no chance of it causing a problem.

Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

It was pointed out that then the council would not be able to earn income and that it would not be
possible to issue a ticket for parking and collect money.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Nimal Rajapaksa:

As members of this council, we also supported the proposal to prepare the place for this lorry parking

lot and approved the proposal and if it is gazetted at this time, its legality will be ensured. However, as

Hon. Member Piyaratne mentioned, there are several parking lots in the vicinity and we have the right
to change those parking lots at any time. However, if this place is reserved for lorries through the
gazette, as mentioned earlier, the service recipients and members who come to avail the services of this
council had to face various problems in the past while parking their vehicles. He said that if a place is
prepared for parking vehicles outside the council premises and gazetted, it will be possible to go to that
place and get a vehicle when necessary, but he believes that the council premises should be free for
parking vehicles of service users and members. Therefore, he said that he believes that if this place is
legally reserved for a lorry parking lot through the gazette and legalized, problems may arise in another
10 to 20 years, so he said that he believes that it is appropriate to provide an opportunity for lorries to
park at this place without gazetting.

(The council is noisy)

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Cestus Arsakularatne:

He asked whether a committee should be appointed to discuss this matter again and take a decision.
Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He said that he needed to clarify this matter again and that he did not expect to cause any obstruction
or hindrance to anyone. He said that while one party requested that this decision be postponed to a
later date, another party requested that this work be expedited, saying that there would be no place to
park their lorries. It was pointed out that if it was necessary to allocate this in the future when a formal
city plan was prepared, it could be done and that at that time these decisions could be changed and
parking spaces for three-wheelers, lorries and other vehicles could be prepared at other places. He said
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council that there was no place to park their vehicles, and that this decision was taken to resolve the
problem and that money had been allocated and a lorry parking lot had been arranged in a proper
manner. He said that if the decision was changed in the future and these were arranged in other places,
it would not be appropriate to lose the income that the council currently receives until it was arranged
in other places. He asked if there was any member who was opposed to this to express it and if a

division was required, to act accordingly, otherwise, to take steps to pass this proposal in the council.

The Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member, Mr. W. Abeysena:

He said that he would request the Honorable Chairman to think carefully about this incident and that
this was a proposal approved by the Council 5 months ago and that at that time the members of this
Council gave approval to the proposal to prepare this place for parking lorries. He said that after 6
months, when the work is completed and legalized, he will pay attention to other proposals and if steps
are taken to change that decision, he will be against it.

The Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member, Mr. Ranil Chandrakumara:

He asked whether there is currently no charge for parking lorries at this place.

The Honorable Chairman, Mr. A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:
It was pointed out that it is not possible to charge money without legalizing it.
The Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member Ranil Chandrakumara:

He asked whether it was not possible to legalize this place to allow all vehicles to park without allocating
it as a lorry and to issue a ticket for all vehicles. He pointed out that he was not taking the side of the
businessman and that this is the case in places like Colombo.

The Honorable Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He said that if permission is given to park all vehicles at this place, not only lorries, but also other
vehicles in the city will be allowed to park at this place. However, it was pointed out that a lorry
association has been registered with this council and that a parking lot should be provided for the
lorries registered in this way.

The Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member Sugath Madhava:
He asked whether a fee will be charged for three-wheelers in this way.
Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

It was pointed out that a separate by-law has been prepared for three-wheelers and money will be
collected. He expressed regret that he did not know that the three-wheeler parking lot has been
gazetted after representing this council for so long. He asked whether a division was needed regarding
this motion.




01.(xv) Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

Tenders were invited for the Dehiowita public toilet belonging to the Dehiowita Pradeshiya Sabha for
the year 2023. However, no person came forward to receive the tender. Mrs. K. Ramai of Dehiowita
Pirivena Road has requested approval to maintain the public toilet on a daily basis. Accordingly, Rs. |
propose that it is appropriate to grant approval to Mrs. K. Ramai to clean and maintain the public toilet
in Dehiowita at a fee of Rs. 500.00.

This motion was seconded by the Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member, Mr. W. Abeysena.

The motion was unanimously passed without division.

Unadjourned Motions:
(02) Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

2022.09.06 Under Resolution No. 01 (xxii) of the General Assembly, approval has been obtained to
charge an amount of Rs. 5000.00 as the course fees of the electronic library from the year 2023 by
publishing it in the Gazette. However, in the face of the current economic crisis, since it is difficult to pay
a course fee of Rs. 5000.00 per student, | propose that it be appropriate to reduce that amount to Rs.
1000.00 and amend the said motion to charge an amount of Rs. 1000.00 as the course fees for the
computer course conducted by the Dehiowita Public Library.

This motion was seconded by Hon. Vice Chairman Vimukthi Jayaratne.
The motion was unanimously adopted without division.
(f) Consideration of Committee Reports and Appointment of Other Dates:

The Finance and Policy Committee Report held on 2023.01.25, the Housing and Community
Development Committee Report held on 2023.01.25, the Industrial and Services Committee Report held
on 2023.01.25, the Environment and Public Amenities Committee Report held on 2023.01.25 and the
Procurement Committee Reports held on 2023.01.10, 2023.01.25 and 2023.02.02 were considered.

(g) The progress report on revenue collected for the month of January 2023 and the expenditure details
were considered.

(h) Other matters:

Approval of leave of members who did not attend the meeting without informing the meeting:

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member W. Abeysena:




Member Priyantha Udayakumara, as he has informed that he will not be attending today's meeting due

to illness.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member D.S.M. Nimal:

The motion was seconded.

Accordingly, the sick leave of Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Priyantha Udayakumara was approved by
the General Assembly.

Presentation of the views of the Honorable Members and Members:

The Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member, Mr. D.G.S.C.K.Piyaratne:

He stated that he had served as a member of this council for 05 years and that he had not received any
member's allowance during those 05 years.

(Honorable Member, Mr. Lakmal Samararatne left the council. 10.55 a.m.)

He stated that during the time of the former Chairman, he was accused of obtaining 02 shops in this
building through another person and that the current Chairman, while carrying out projects such as Hela
Bojunhala, had also given an opportunity to a friend of his brother to obtain 02 shops in the Thalduwa
shopping complex. He recalled that he had come to the assembly and talked about paying for drinking
water for the staff, and said that although that fact had caused the staff to be unhappy, he was happy to
understand the truth. He also said that he had been vigilant from the beginning regarding stray cows
and that he would responsibly declare that cows had been caught on the second occasion, as explained
today. Therefore, he said that he would request the other members of the ruling party to have the
backbone to say right from wrong. He said that a local government election has been called today and
that he would ask the members to question him about what they intend to tell the people by going to
the villages. He said that at this time, the people need a solution to hunger rather than concreting
roads, and that parents need to provide their children with a proper education. He pointed out that the
people have become very helpless due to the shortage of doctors in hospitals. Therefore, among the
members who intend to be re-elected to the council in the near future, Hinguralaknada Rural Hospital,
Panawala Ayurvedic Hospital He requested that mobile services be set up in such places or that the
majority of those receiving treatment in those hospitals be provided with the opportunity to receive the
necessary treatment.

(House noisy)
(Hon. MP Vikum Chandana left the House. 11.08 AM)

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member D.S.M.Nimal:
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footage of it was shown to the Hon. House. In this way, if he were to do such things to gain publicity by

getting more time for his speeches during the General Assembly meeting, he would express strong
opposition to it and requested the Hon. Chairman to warn him against broadcasting the proceedings of
the Council live on social media.

(House noisy)
Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

Hon. Member D.G.S.C.K. Piyaratne was informed to respect the rules and to switch off his mobile phone
while conducting business in this House.

(House noisy)
Hon. Member D.G.S.C.K. Piyaratne, Pradeshiya Sabha:

It was stated that individuals who had engaged in corrupt politics by embezzling funds provided by the
Central Government through various projects and who had vowed not to return to politics in the face of
the actions taken by President Gotabaya in the past have submitted their nominations again today.

(House noisy)
Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member Sarath Wijesiri:

He said that he was not sorry about these statements made by a member whose nomination paper was
rejected due to not being able to complete it properly.

(House noisy)
Honorable Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He said that many allegations were made against him and that the majority of the members of this
House as well as the people of the area knew the truth or falsehood of all of them. It was pointed out
that there are 10 party and opposition members in the procurement committee of the House and that
all procurement activities are carried out under the supervision of that committee. He asked them to
prove any allegations in this regard. He said that during the 5 years he served as the Chairman, he had
never influenced any officer or MP and had always tried to carry out his duties amicably and had always
provided his support to all public representatives regardless of party or opposition. Recalling that the
government was run by a good governance government when he came to power, he said that the
Dehiowita Pradeshiya Sabha was among the local government institutions that had completed 100% of
the Gamperaliya project that was carried out at that time. He said that he had made the necessary
contribution to the development of our area without looking at various political angles.

(Hon. MP Sugath Madhava left the House. 11.15 AM)

He said that this council had carried out the largest number of projects in the Kegalle District and that
he was humbled by that. Recalling that after 2 years, former President Gotabaya Rajapaksa was elected
to the presidency and at the same time the Corona pandemic began to spread in the country, he said
that there was a big fight to be waged as a Pradeshiya Sabha. It was pointed out that an ambulance that
had been removed from the Provincial Council was obtained, repaired and used to serve the people of
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services. He recalled that while the spread of the Corona disease was controlled to a certain extent, this

area also had some impact due to the drought situation in the country and with the intervention of the
Council, arrangements were made to distribute water through bowsers. He said that the Honorable
Parliamentarians and the staff supported him day and night for all these tasks and that the same
dedication was made especially in the hospitalization of patients with the Corona disease and in the
disinfection processes.

(Hon. MP Vikum Chandana entered the House. 11.18 AM)

He said that when he assumed the office of Chairman, the Council Fund had Rs. 23,000.00 and that he
had managed that amount and increased it step by step. He said that since 2013, more than Rs. 2
million has been paid from the Council's funds to 30 casual employees who have been recruited for the
service of this Council and that necessary measures have been taken to ensure the continued operation

of the Deegalawatta Waste Management Center, including garbage removal, sanitation and other
activities. He said that the garbage pile in the stadium behind the council building was removed and the
city was cleaned up. He also said that he had taken steps to protect the health and cleanliness of the
place, while facing the allegations made by the villagers regarding the presence of the Deegalawatta
Waste Management Center at that location. He also said that although alternative lands were looked at,
it was still not possible to purchase a land due to the existing economic problems, but the necessary
basic approaches were made for that. Although he did not want to repeat the services he had rendered,
he also expressed the true nature of the people who were accusing him in the face of the allegations
made.

He said that he had to do it. He recalled that he had never corrupted his character at any time, but he
had repeatedly come to this council office with women and children to find people who accused him
and tell them about the wrongdoings that had been done to him by the relevant people. He said that it
was not appropriate for a person to show his character to the society if he was a white character and a
black character on the inside, and that he did not have the energy of two such characters.

(The council was noisy)

Therefore, he said that he hoped that in the upcoming local government elections, the intelligence of
the people of this area would be opened to appoint and send to this local government institution
people of character who can live in society with dignity as members.

Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member Aruna Shanthasiri Nilwala:

He said that this general assembly meeting being held today is a crucial general assembly meeting and
that we are all facing an election. He said that senior member W. Abeysena, who represented this
council for a long time, will not contest the upcoming local government election and that his absence
will be felt more in the future. He also said that this meeting will probably be the last general assembly
meeting of members Lakmal Samararatne, Shanthapriya Pathirana, Sugath Madhava, Vikum Wandana
and D.G.S.C.K. Piyaratne, who will not represent this council in the upcoming election due to various
reasons. He said that he also represented this council for 20 years and that the last 05 years were the
most crucial. He said that the House faced many challenges during that time and therefore, today, we
wish that all the public representatives who have submitted nominations for the upcoming elections
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express his gratitude to all the current opposition MPs and MPs who supported him when he contested
for the post of Chairman in the 6th session of the House in 2018, as well as to all the MPs and MPs
representing the current ruling party who have supported him throughout this period. He said that
many of the sitting MPs in this House will not represent the upcoming House and that he, as the UNP
group leader, does not intend to contest the upcoming elections and that he has decided to do so to
provide an opportunity for new MPs within the party. Therefore, he would like to take this opportunity
to congratulate all the members and requested them to contribute to the development of this country
without forgetting the color parties as mentioned by the Honorable President. He said that he believes
that this is happening in national politics today and that it will also happen in the local government
institutions that will be established in the future. He said that he hopes that the Dehiowita Pradeshiya
Sabha that will be established in the future will also become a local government institution dedicated to
serving the people.

Hon. Deputy Chairman Vimukthi Jayaratne:

He said that a situation has arisen where the Debegama-Kamburapola road has become impassable due
to the overgrowth of mana on both sides. Last time, when the road was covered in such thick jungle,
steps were taken to clear it as per the request made by the council and this time too, he requested that
the Executive Engineer's Office be informed in this regard and the necessary arrangements be made to
clear the road. He also requested that the Electricity Board be informed that several electric poles on
the Debegama-Imbuladeniya road have rotted and that they are at risk of falling on the surrounding
houses as well as the road, so they should be removed.

(Hon. MP Ranil Chandrakumara left the house. 11.34 AM)

He said that this could be the last general meeting of this council, which was elected in 2018, and that
he would like to thank all those who elected him as the Deputy Chairman in 2018. He said that he had
told the people that he would not contest for re-election if he could not serve the people of his area,
but he had been able to serve the people of the area more than he had imagined during this time. He
recalled that he had been able to carry out all the tasks that needed to be carried out through the
council, from carpeting the Debegama-Kamburapola road to installing street lights and developing all
the tasks. He said that the senior MP of the division he represented this time, Mr. W. Abeysena, gave
him that opportunity without contesting the election and accordingly, he submitted his nominations
under the Sri Lanka Podujana Peramuna this time representing the Debegama division. He said that he
would take this opportunity to express his gratitude to Mr. W. Abeysena in this regard. Therefore, he
said that he hopes to continue the service that Mr. Abeysena has rendered to the people in the future.

The Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member, Mr. Cestus Arsakularatne:

Today is probably the last general meeting of the 6th session of the council and therefore he recalled

that all of us who have been in the same household for almost 6 years have come to the same journey

through debates. He said that he was also a member who had represented this council for 6 sessions
since 1991 and that Mr. Abeysena, who had represented this council since 1997, would not contest after
this session and that he was a member who should have been elected as the chairman of this council.
He said that he was the most senior member and that he thought it would be appropriate to name a
road in this area after him. He said that this assembly, which was held for 6 terms, was represented by
19 members until 2011, but due to the reforms carried out later, 34 seats were available under the
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has unique abilities. He said that his fellow member Vikum Chandana, who represented the Dehiowita
constituency with him, was a very humble and quiet character who never approved of violent politics,
and that D.G.S.C.K. Piyaratne was a revolutionary but a member who had a strong sense of his opinion.
He also said that Ranil Chandrakumara was a member who had a broad understanding of his subject
and made his speeches by examining the facts. He also said that the Honorable Chairman was the
Chairman who faced the least allegations during these 5 years and expressed his respect and gratitude
for acting amicably during this period, even though he sometimes argued on various issues. Therefore,
as the most senior politician with 30 years of experience in this Assembly, he wished that all the hopes
of all the members who are contesting the upcoming election or not will be fulfilled.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Shanthapriya Pathirana:

He said that 5 years ago, all of us were elected to this Assembly representing different parties and that
he also came to this Assembly with the hope of doing great service to his area, but after some time, he
realized that as the Chairman of a local government institution, the Honorable Chairman can also serve
only subject to certain limitations. He said that during the general assembly meetings, we had various
arguments and acted on different opinions, and that some hurtful statements may have been made on
those occasions, and that he would like to apologize to all the members if any such omission or hurt
feelings were caused by him. He concluded his speech by requesting that we act with this brotherhood
even outside the assembly, as the list of nominations he submitted was also rejected, and that he would
not be represented in the next assembly.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member A.R.A.M. Daruk:

Various members of the ruling party and the opposition expressed their views and said that he had also

represented this council three times, but he had never served the village area based on the political

party he represented and had served all the people equally to the best of his ability. Recalling that he
had worked with his brother Member Shanthapriya Pathirana on those tasks in a brotherly manner, he
also expressed his gratitude for the support provided by the Hon. Chairman throughout this period. He
said that he had never supported the members of his posts regardless of political parties and had served
all the members equally. He said that he would go down in history as a Chairman who had not been
accused of any corruption till date. He said that he was contesting the upcoming election and would
continue to serve the people to the best of his ability in the future.

Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member Yashoda Padmasiri:

Today is a historic day in the history of this council and on Valentine's Day, February 14, 2023, we have
been able to conclude the proceedings of this council with love. He said that he hopes that all those
who have submitted nominations to represent this council in a new council will win the upcoming
election and have the opportunity to represent this council again. He also expressed his regret to the
members of this council who were not re-elected to the local government institution for various reasons
and wished them success in their future political activities. He said that the experiences he has gained in
his 5-year political journey are vast and that when he came to this council as the youngest member to
represent the Dehiowita Pradeshiya Sabha, he had to solve many big challenges in his constituency and
that he was happy that he was able to perform that service in the way the people expected.
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various projects by going to the ministries for the drinking water needs of his constituency and
explaining the facts. He said that he respectfully remembered his father's elder brother, H.R.
Mithrapala, who was the teacher of his political career, and recalled that when he started his political
career, he advised him to serve the people and never work to earn money from politics. He said that
during the spread of the Corona epidemic in the country within these 05 years, he and his family
members contracted the disease and at that time, the members of this council performed Bodhi Pooja
and made extensive inquiries for the health of him and his family. He said that he was also able to
provide medicines worth lakhs of rupees to the Karawanella Base Hospital. He also said that he had
donated his membership fees to the government twice and that he did so because his primary objective

was to serve the people and not to earn money through politics. Therefore, he concluded his speech by

saying that in the future, let us unite for the people of the area, setting aside political party differences.

Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member Athula Jayasiri:

He said that he was elected to this council representing Madola Division in the local government
election 5 years ago and that since then he has been able to make the people of that area understand
what services can be provided by a Pradeshiya Sabha. He said that the wise actions of the Honorable
Chairman were the reason for that. He said that the COVID-19 pandemic spread shortly after the council
session began and that we had to work for the welfare of the people, leaving aside development
activities, and that due to this, we have had to face a re-election due to certain political parties that
fished in dirty water when the country's economy collapsed. He said that he will contest the upcoming
election under the Podujana Peramuna and that if he is elected to this council again, he will again serve
the people in those ways. He also said that the departure of senior MP W. Abeysena would be a big loss
to this council in the future and that such seniors are needed for new members to gain experience. He
said that he hopes that educated and intelligent members will be elected to this council instead of those
who waste time unnecessarily by talking about useless things and do not give opportunities to other
members.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Vikum Chandana:

He said that he would express his gratitude to the people of Dehiowita for giving him the opportunity to
represent this council by obtaining 1700 votes from the area where the largest number of voters are
represented in the Dehiowita Pradeshiya Sabha. He also said that he would like to thank the Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna for giving him the nomination to contest as a member. He also said that he would
remember with respect the Hon. MP Cestus Arsakularatne and Hon. MP D.G.S.C.K.Piyaratne who
contested with him representing the same constituency. He said that he was withdrawing from this
contest not out of fear of defeat or forgetting the people of his constituency but due to the health
conditions he is currently facing. He said that he wished the best to Hon. MP Yashoda Padmasiri who
has come forward to contest representing his constituency. He stated that he does not intend to engage
in active politics in the future and therefore he is grateful to the people of Dehiowita Thimbiripola for
giving him the opportunity to represent this assembly for 05 years.

Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member M.M.M. Farhan:
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Pradeshiya Sabha for the first time in 2011. As Member Yashoda said, today is an important day for the
Buddhist people as well as the Day of the Beloved. He said that this is because the Buddhist flag was

designed on this day in 1885. He said that during his time as a Member, he worked under two chairmen

and under several secretaries as officers. He expressed his gratitude to all those political leaders as well

as officers and staff. He also said that he would like to take this opportunity to express his gratitude to
the staff of Avissawella and Dehiowita Police Stations, the staff of the Dehiowita Divisional Secretariat
including the Divisional Secretary, the staff of Avissawella Hospital and all the government officials in
the division he represents. He said that no matter how many conflicts of opinion we had during this
period, we ended them amicably and dispersed in brotherhood and that while serving the people in the
divisions, we did so without creating any political party divisions. He said that we have never worked to
make money from politics and have never supported corrupt and fraudulent activities and said that he
gratefully recalls the contribution made by the Honorable Chairman in the activities carried out during
this period. He said that although we represented the council before 2015, we did not receive any
parliamentary funds, but after 2015, we were able to serve our area by implementing projects worth

crores of rupees and that he appreciated the support provided by the Honorable Chairman in those
tasks. He said that in the past, he had requested permission to cut a drain and lay a water pipe in a
water project and the Honorable Chairman had granted permission. He said that although the water
pipe was to be laid and covered with concrete, due to the change of government, a drain was cut and
laid through Napawala and that the work was not completed and there are already potholes on the
road, so the people are questioning him about this. He concluded his speech by stating that no matter
how much service we provide, the people have the right to criticize us, and they will take the relevant
decision in the upcoming local government elections.

Hon. Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

He said that he was grateful for the support given by the House of Representatives to carry out his
duties as the Chairman throughout the previous session and that the members had acted amicably
throughout this session without causing major conflicts. He said that he thanked all the members for
their wise behavior in that way. He said that he understood that as members, we should have an
understanding of what a local government institution is and what level of functions can be performed
through it when expressing our views in the general meetings and that he believed that the new
members would have understood during this period how much the support and understanding of senior
members who are full of experience would be helpful. He said that Mr. Abeysena, who is a senior
member who is full of experience, would not be contesting the upcoming election and that his absence
would be well understood in the future. He said that he appreciated the support given to him by the
Vice President and the Council of Ministers in the past 05 years and that he was happy that he was able
to serve without regard to party affiliation. The Honorable Chairman, who said that we had passed 05
budgets and that members of all parties had supported them, said that he was humbled by the fact that
he had been able to bring this Council to the point of receiving national level appreciation awards during
his long tenure. He thanked everyone who had supported him once again and said that he hoped that a
group of public representatives who could serve the area would be able to return to this Council once
again in the upcoming elections.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Kosala Jayaweera:
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the holding of the election, the general assembly meeting will be held again in March, so it will be
decided later whether this council meeting will be the final meeting. He said that the expression of
opinions of the members of parliament took the form of eulogies at the final stage and that he saw it as
unnecessary to express his eulogies about the services he had rendered. He said that if he had served
the people conscientiously, the people would consider that matter and decide whether to appoint him
to the council or not in the upcoming elections. He said that in addition to the people's representatives,
there are four state officials in this general assembly and that they have accumulated a lot of experience
during this period. He said that we choose politics with experience and that we have read about political
transformations and changes in the world and have gone through a period of practical experience. He
said that the date for the election has already been set and that if the term of local government
institutions has been extended for a period of one year, the election should be held before the expiry of
that one year period. It was pointed out that the current rulers are trying to abolish the democratic
rights of these people and that people have already gone to court for this and are trying to sabotage this
work by threatening the officials of the Election Commission. He said that an opportunity should be
given to establish a new government within the democratic structure and that this election will go down
in history as a starting point for the political transformation of this country. He said that today, people
do not have the essential items such as food and medicine to live and therefore, the people should be
given the opportunity to appoint a suitable team to resolve the existing problems. He said that one
cannot be confident that one will be elected to the council just by submitting nominations and that
since it is the public that decides, the eulogies made in this council should be made by the public.
Therefore, he concluded his speech by expressing his best wishes to all the members of parliament.

Honorable Pradeshiya Sabha Member Ranil Chandrakumara:

All the members are expressing their views considering today's General Assembly session as the last
General Assembly session and that in the last 5 years, the tasks that have been analyzed in the Act as
local politics have not been able to be carried out and instead, all the members present in this assembly
have carried out the tasks that their higher leaders have instructed them to do. That is why today this
country has fallen into a great abyss and it is us, the lower-level leaders of the country and the people
who have become responsible for it, he said. Looking at the countries that have faced such crises in the
world, it was pointed out that Russia collapsed during the Gorbachev regime, and that the President of
Malta, a very developed country, stole the country's money and sent his son to England and today the
people of that country have reached a point where they have to sell hair and underwear to survive. He
said that our country has reached this stage today and that it will not be possible to recover from this
situation for another 15 to 20 years. However, he said that the current President will do something for it
and that if he claims that he can do it after winning elections, it will not be possible. He said that if there
is a leader who can resolve this issue to some extent, it is the current President. He said that the
International Monetary Fund has given instructions on how the government should maintain its balance
sheet It was pointed out that the amendments made to the electricity bill were made in accordance
with them. It was pointed out that the 70% inflation has now decreased to 54% and that in order to
bring the economic growth rate of this country to 2.3 by 2025, foreign debt must be restructured and
that we as citizens must make some sacrifices in carrying out those tasks. Therefore, he concluded his

speech by recalling that he believed that it was appropriate to work collectively at this time, while

struggling to obtain positions in the council.

Hon. Pradeshiya Sabha Member Amila Kandearachchi:
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to express his views today. He said that he has been representing this council for more than 20 years
since 2002, holding the position of Chairman twice, and that during his tenure, both beneficial and
detrimental work may have been done for the people. However, he said that he served as the Chairman
who was able to do the most service during the period from 2006-2014. He said that as public
representatives, we can only be happy when we have served the people, but if an election is held in the
future, he is not sure that any political party will be able to establish a council with the power to provide
such service. He recalled that the process of selecting the Chairman has become complicated in the
current electoral system and that although we won the largest number of divisions last time, we had to
obtain the support of an independent MP and form the government. Therefore, he believed that there
must be a change in the electoral system and composition and that it was difficult for the council to
bear the number of members and the expenses for it. He said that due to this system, an agreement
was made with the party leaders to give the current chairman the post of chairman for one year and
himself for 04 years, but that did not happen. He also said that great injustices were committed during
the submission of nominations and that we as a party should be sorry about that. He said that he was
speaking about this party with disappointment and pain and that in particular, the Honorable Member
Thushara Amarasiri had done a great service for this party and won the constituency, but he did not
receive nominations until the last moment this time. He said that although these facts should not be
made public, the public should know even if it may hurt the feelings of some parties. Therefore, he said
that we have come forward once again through our party for this election to decide whether or not to
work in such an anti-democratic party. He said that he is grateful to the people who voted for him in the
past and also expressed his gratitude for the support received from the officials. He also pointed out
that unauthorized constructions are being carried out more than usual in Dehiowita city and due to the
delay in taking action in this regard, unauthorized stalls have been built on the pedestrian platform so
that pedestrians cannot walk. This situation has a great impact on the beautification of the city and the
delay in removing the unauthorized constructions constructed in this way may cause some problems, so
he requested that urgent action be taken in this regard.

Honorable Chairman A.G. Damindu Shyaminda:

It was pointed out that the unauthorized constructions were removed in 2014 and that many

unauthorized constructions had been carried out during the Commissioner's rule between 2015 and
2018. Therefore, he said that he believed that there would be no Commissioner's rule this time. Since
the matters scheduled for the date have been discussed, the General Assembly meeting will be
concluded in February 2023 and that if the local government elections are not held, the General
Assembly meeting for the month of March 2023 will be held on March 14, 2023 at 09.30 a.m. at the
Pradeshiya Sabha office as scheduled in 2022. The proceedings of the General Assembly meeting were
concluded at around 01.04 p.m. on that day.

A.G. Damindu Shyaminda,
Chairman,
Dehiowita Pradeshiya Sabha.




